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Monmouth County SPCA Raises Over $410,000 at 2026 Fur Ball Gala: Cirque du Shelter
(Eatontown, NJ) – June 12th, 2026 – The Monmouth County SPCA held its 2026 Fur Ball Gala, Cirque du Shelter, on Thursday, June 4th at The Shadowbrook at Shrewsbury, raising critical funds to support homeless, abused, neglected, and abandoned animals throughout Monmouth County and beyond.
Inspired by the wonder and artistry of vintage circus culture, this year's theme, Cirque du Shelter, celebrated human creativity while honoring the progress made in animal welfare. As an organization dedicated to protecting animals, the MCSPCA embraced a modern vision of the circus - one where the only spectacles are extraordinary human performances and the generosity of a compassionate community. Throughout the evening, guests reflected on how far society has come in moving away from animal exploitation and renewed their commitment to being a voice for animals in need.
Following the cocktail hour in the gardens meeting adoptable pets, guests gathered in the grand ballroom for an evening of entertainment, inspiration, and philanthropy. Performances throughout the night included a mesmerizing sword swallower, a towering stilt walker, and a breathtaking Cyr wheel performance that captivated the evening’s guests.
The dinner program highlighted several animals whose lives were forever changed thanks to the support of MCSPCA donors. Guests welcomed back Trouble, Firefox, and Chance - three remarkable success stories whose recoveries exemplify the organization's commitment to providing every animal with a second chance.
A particularly meaningful moment of the evening came when MCSPCA Executive Director, Ross Licitra, announced that Senator Vin Gopal is working on legislation aimed at expediting animal cruelty cases through the court system. Inspired in part by the case of Trouble, who was present as a special guest, the proposed legislation seeks to ensure animals involved in cruelty investigations receive swifter paths to safety and justice.
Guests also enthusiastically participated in both the silent and live auctions, featuring a carefully curated collection of unique experiences, exclusive packages, and one-of-a-kind opportunities. The evening's popular 50/50 raffle generated nearly $12,000 for a lucky NJ winner while providing critical support for shelter animals.
At the conclusion of the evening, the generosity of attendees, sponsors, and supporters resulted in more than $410,000 raised for the MCSPCA's lifesaving programs and services. These funds will directly support shelter operations, veterinary care, animal rescue, adoption programs, humane education initiatives, and countless other services that protect animals across the community.
The 2026 Fur Ball Gala was made possible through the extraordinary support of its major sponsors Fred Voccola, the Cooper Voccola Family Foundation, and the Gala Chairs, Fran and Paul Turner. The dedication of event sponsors continues to make a lasting impact on the thousands of animals who depend on the MCSPCA each year.
The Fur Ball remains the MCSPCA's largest and most important fundraising event of the year. For information about upcoming events or ways to support the organization's mission, please visit www.monmouthcountyspca.org.  Event photos can be seen here.
About the Monmouth County SPCA
The Monmouth County Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was founded in 1945 to care for the community's homeless, neglected, and abused animals. Our mission is to protect and advocate for all animals. We are dedicated to enforcing animal cruelty laws; providing a safe haven for homeless, abused, and abandoned animals while they await adoption; reducing animal overpopulation through spay/neuter programs; and cultivating humane treatment through education and advocacy. The Monmouth County SPCA relies on private donations and grants to fund these critical initiatives and programs.
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